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PRE FACE. 


Is Little Book was Pub- 
Pegg liſhed firſt about 13 Years ago, 

and, by GOD's Bleffing, it 
had the defired Effect for which 
it was written, which was, That 
ſeveral bethought themſelves, and Impar- 
tially Examined the Predeſtinarian Doc- 
trine, and as A Confequence of this, they 
came to Abhor the Doctrine as Blaſphe- 
mous, although they had ſuck'd it in with 
their Mother's Milk, or had it taught them 
by thoſe of the Party with whom they 
joined in Communion. The Occaſion of Re- 
printing it now,. with ſome Improvements, 


is this, The Author has been given to un- 


derſtand, That Mr. Wh:tfield has Adopted 
this Doctrine into his Scheme, and there are 
many well-meaning People who take it 


from him, as an Oracle, moſt Tmplicitly be- 


lieving that he is Inſpired by the HOLY 
3 A 2 GHOST 


ie The PREPACE | 
GHOST, as he pretends to be with all that 1 


he teacheth them in his Sermons and in Con- 
ver(ation, which is the common Artifice of * 


all ſuch New Guides, and yet this Doctrine 
is the Reverſe of what the SPIRIT of {: 
GOD has Revealed in Holy Writ. $ 
WHILE he pretended only to endeayour 
to Reform Morals, to ſhew the Neceſſity 
of Regeneration, and ſuch-like, his Bold- 
neſs in delivering ſuch uſeful Things, might 
have had no bad, but very good Effects up- 
on thoſe who followed him, and he might 
have been made Uſe of by Providence, to 
lead People from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan, unto GOD ; 
but when he became indifferently Popular, 
and joined himſelf to all Sorts of Sects a- 
mongſt us, if they chimed in with him, 
many judicious and ſerious Chriſtzans, began 
to ſuſpect him, as being a TOOL, though 
perhaps he may not have Penetration to per- 
ccive it; of ſome PARTY which has bad 
Views, and they were confirmed in this, b 
his Wild Journals, and by his Boldneſs in 
condemning to the Fire or Water the Works 
of ſome very eminent Men, for Piety and 
good Learning, ſuch as the Works of that 
excellent Author of The Whole Duty of 
Man, &c. who was a very Good, Modeſt, 
Humble Chriſtian, who had but Fifty Pounds 
a Year to live on, and would have no more, 


though offered Preterment by King Charles 
the Second. e | | 


BUT 


The PR E-L AA CQ 
BUT now, that with undaunted Aſſu- 


rance he takes upon him to inſtill this a- 


bominable Doctrine of Predeſtination, into 
his Implicit-Hearers and Admirers, which 
runs counter to Revelation, to the Bleſſed 
Nature of GOD, His Love and Mercy, 
which Depreciates the Merits and Satisfac- 
tron of F ESUS CHRIST, in the Grand 
Atonement, whereby He reconciled G O D 
the FATHER to our Nature, in our Na- 
ture, which ſets His Attributes out of Har- 
mony, which makes Praying uſeleſs, and 
the Command to Pray, an Impoſition, which 
makes GOD Partial, Arbitrary, Deſpotick, 
and Unjuſt, as well as Cruel, which makes 
the Chriſtian Prieſtood, and Sacraments, at 
Leaſt Inſiguificaut. Who can reaſonably 
Doubt that there is a Plot of Satan, and 
his Emiſſaries at the Bottom, to promote 
Infidelity, &c. And all this perhaps to make 
Way for proper Popery, from their Principle 
of Divide et Impera. Divide and Govern. 
THESE Conſiderations make the Au- 
thor of this Letter now Reprint it, as a 
ſeaſonable Warning to Mr. Whitfield, and 
his Admirers and Followers, to ſhew him, 
and them, that their Blind Guide Leads 
them out of the Way of Revealed Truth, 
and in Oppoſition to the Doòrines of the 
Reformed Church of England, into a La- 
barinth of confuted Hereſies. | 
THE 
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THE Author hopes, That neither Mr. 
IV bitfield, nor his Party, will take this | 
kindly meant Warning amiſs of him. If 
they do, he will be lorry for it; but if Mr. 
Fhitfield ſhould happen to take it by a 
wrong Handle, and fall foul of it, in his 
Dogmatical, Dictatorial Way, he may, but 
mult not expect any Anſwer in Print or 
Writing, for the Author is far from being 
fond of Controverſy, and therefore he for 
Once will follow Mr. Whitfeld in finiſhing 
this with his Aſſuming Air, DIXI 
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Book in Octavo, upon the Subjelt of 
Predeſtination, Zo Mr. Whitfield, which 7s 
Called, Fate and Deſtiny Inconſiſtent with 
Chriſtianity; or, The Horrid Decree of 
Abſolute and Unconditional Election and 
Reprobation, fully Detected, Sc. By ED- 
WARD BIRD. London, 1726. This 
Book is ſuited to the meaneſt Capacitres, 
and yet has ſo much Strength of Reaſon- 
ng, from plain Texts of Scripture, that 
yt is very Convincing. 


E R- 


IF Mr. Whitfield Anſwers this Book 
% my Satisfaction, I ſball take it to be 
An Anſwer to me. But then I deſire it 
nay not be only the Dogmatical IPSE 
DIXIT of One full of himſelf, of 4 
Heated Imagination, but made Good by 
Jolid Proofs from Plain, Unperverted 
Texts of Holy Scripture, as wnderſtood 
wy the Agreeing Senttments of the Primo- 
Primitive, Illuminated Fathers of the firſt 
f Three 


RECOMMEND A Little thin 


vii ADVERTISEMENT. 
Three Centuries, before the Failure of 
the Chariſmata ; and in the Goſpel Spirit 
of Meekneſs, without Wrangling : Other- 
FF | wiſe I ſhall not Value it, but Look upon 
[| | it as the Produft of an Inflamed Zeal, 
1 { but not according to Knowledge) of One 
who ig very Hot, very Self- ſufficient, and 
Impatient of Contradiction. 
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P. 2. I. 27. for Leſt, read Defaced. f 

p. 5. 1. 10. afrer Repaired, add Image of GOOD. 
. 23. r. nn. 3 
ibid. I. 27. r. as we are. 
P. 28. |. 11, r. Jugling. 
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The Controverſy concerning Free-Will 
and Predeſtination, ſet in a true 
Light, and brought to a ſhort II- 


ſue. 


Obedience to your Commands, I 
ſend you my own Sentiments con- 
Fei 1 xe cerning this Controverſy; and ſhall 
3 ; not give you the Trouble of the va- 
1JEXBIER rious Arguments which have been 
Ihotly managed without Charity, by thoſe who di 
Pute about it, more like People who Contend for 
Pidtory, than that are in Queſt of Truth. + 
| I THEREFORE put it entirely upon 
this I ue; Firſt, That GOD has moſt undoubt- 

3 X&dly, and acknowledgedly, FREEDOM of WILL. 

RSezcondly, That Man was Created in the IMAGE of 

60D, and after His LIK EN Ess. 

8 J BUT If any one will be fo wicked and fooliſh 
ſas to deny, That Freedom of Will is an Attribute 
Tor GOD, the great Prophet Daniel may be his 
nſtructer, iv. 35.— He doth according to his WILL, 

4 in the Army of Heaven, and among "the Inhabitants 
of the Earth: And none can ſtay bis Hand, or ſay 


4 unto Him, What deft thou? Sce alſo Job ix, 1. to 
$13. And J. xiv. 5. to 14. And Rom. xi, 2. 


Where . Paid calls the Wit of GOD . R- 
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„ 
tyre; which yet it cannot be, ne it be Fu zz. 
Nor indeed, can He be GOD, if He have not a 
Fx EE-W IVI: For Freedom of Will is an Eſen- 
tial Attribute of GOD; Who, as ſuch, muſt be 
Independent. 
AND, That Man was Created in the IM AGE 
of GOD. and after His LI KEN ESS, appears 
from Gen. i. 26. And GOD ſaid, let Us make Man 
in Our IM AGE, after Our Likengss: 27. $0 
GOD Created Man in His own IMAGE; in the © 
IMAGE of GOD Created He him; Male and Fe- 
male Created He them. 

FROM Theſe Premiſes, thus eſtabliſhed, in 
Divine Authority, it follows plainly, directly, and 
neceſſarily, That Adam was endued with Freedom of 
Will, at his Creation, otherwiſe he could not be crea- 
ted in the I AE of G OD, and after His LI K E- 
NESS: For one Eſſential Attribute of GO D, and 
_ conſequently of His I A OE, is Freedom of Will. 
And to enforce this, read Deut. xiii. 15, 19, which 
Tuſtin Martyr in his Apology applies to Adam before 
Lis Fall, in the firſt Inſtance. See Dr. Grabe's 
Notes upon it. This Father flouriſhed Anno Dom. 
140, and in his Apology has proved Free Will in 
Man, effectually from Holy Writ, and by juſt and 
ſtrong Reaſoning. | 

BUT Adam forfeited and leſt this IM AE of 
GOD, by his Sin and Fall: And thereby alſo 
forfeited and /oft this Freedom of Vill, which muſt 
be an Eſſential Attribute of that Iu AE; elſe the 
Ix AoE muſt be Imperfect; inſomuch that he 
could then will nothing that was Good; until the 
Divine IMAGE was Repared or Awakened in him, 
which it was preſently after his Fall, by the Pro- 
miſe then made of the MESSIAH, who was to 
bruiſe the Head of the Serpent, Gen. iii. 15. com- 
pared with St. John i. 9. where it is ſaid, that 

J ESUS 


6 
(Issus Coir, the. Loocos,. or Word) was the 
true L1cuT, which lighteth every Man that cometh 
into the World. 

THIS Repared Ix AGE of S is a Spark 
of His own Omnipotent LicarT, the heavenly 
Ens, which GOD is pleaſed in Love and Mercy 
to afford Man, as an Earneſt of the ſtupendiouſly 
miraculous Reſtoration of him, which He has been 
pleaſed to take upon Himſelf; and for the bring- 
ing of which to bear, in due Time, He has 
pledged His Faith, It is the whole Kingdom of 
GOD in Miniature; as a Grain of Muſtard-Seed, 
which takes Root downward, and bears Fruit up- 
ward; according as Man Opens himſelf, like good 
Ground, to receive the Divine Influences, to the Ba- 
niſbing of the Darkneſs, and the Increaſe of the 
Divine LI oH, by the Proceſs of Regeneration; 
untill the whole Extent of the Soul be filled there- 
with, that is, with GOD Himſelf; for it is no 
leſs, for all which fee theſe Texts following, St. 
Matth. xin. 31. Ads iii. 19, 20, 21. St. Fobn 
1. 4, 5 . v. 8, 14. Col. i. 12, ang ni..10, 
and iv. 6. 1 Cr. xv. 49. Epb. iv. 13. And that 
we muſt have GOD the FATHER, Sox, and 
Hor.y Gos in us, fee Eph. ii. 22. and iv. 6, 
13. St. Matth. x. 20, St. John xiv. 20. Rom. vill. 
10. 2. Tim. i. 14. and many more. 

SINCE Then, Jzsvs CHRIST lighteth every 
Man (without Exception) that cometh into the 
World, by His Divine LtcnT, in one Degree or 
other. This Divine LIGHT is the Azwakened 
Id AGE of GOD in the Soul of Man; which 
muſt Grow and Vegitate by the Laws and Rules of 
Spiritual Vegetation, 1n the Proceſs of Regeneration, 
by which, at laſt, our Will becomes fully Reſolved 
and 77 ranſmuted into the WILL of GOD; When 
we come in (or into) the Unity of the Faith, and f 
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35 
the Knowledg e of the SON of GOD, . unto 4 
PERFECT MAN, unto the Meaſure of the Sta- 
ture of the Fulneſs of CHRIST. Eph. iv. 13. 


Till then, we muſt fight manfully under CHRIST 'S 


Banner, and muſt undergo the Caſualties of our 


Spiritual Warfare, by Temptations, Trials, &c. 
before we become Viclorious; which yet we ſhall 


in the End be, if we hold the Beginning of our Con- 
fidence ſtedfaſt unto the End. Heb. iii. 14. Jf we 
endure to the End. St. Matt. x. 22. If we are 
not deficient to ourſelves. Ezek. xviii. 31. If we 
make the right Uſe of our Freedom of Will, even 
that for which it has been beſtowed upon us, by 


Reſigning it daily more and more to G OD, as 
JEsus CHRIST did. This Freedom of Will then, 


beipg an Eſſential Attribute of GOD, and conſe- 
quently of His IM AGE; it is therefore certainly 
and neceſſarily Awakened in us, therewith and 
thereby. 

THIS being thus firmly eſtabliſhed and pro- 


ved, from the Immutable Nature of GOD, and 


the Perfection of His IMAGE, as revealed to us in 
Holy MWrit; and that it is impoſſible the Holy Scrip- 
tures can, or do, contradift themſelves ; There- 


fore, when we meet with any Text or Paſſage, in 


them, one or more, which at firſt Sight, ſeem to 
interfere with this eſtabliſhed Divine Truth, we 
ſhould compare Text with Text, Scripture with 
Scripture; which, when opened in us by the 


HoLy SPIRIT of GOD, Who dictated them, 
is by much the beſt Interpreter of Scripture ; un- 


til we fairly Reconcile ſuch Texts and Paſſages 


with this certain and eſtabliſhed Divine Truth, 


and which is not ſo difficult to do, as fome have 
imagined ; and not preſently, or haſtily conclude, 
as too many do, that the Holy Scripture doth, or 
can, Contredif itſelt; which is to Impeach the 
| Hor v 
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* * 


Hoy GnosT of Contradictions; or, that an 
eſtabliſhed Divine Truth 1s given up in one Place 
of that Divine Book, which is affirmed and fixed 


in another. This were to make the Divine Ora- 


55 


cles only as a Noſe of Wax, a Heap of Contra- 
diftions, a Bone of Contention, unworthy of GOD; 
by wreſting them, as St. Peter tells us, 2 Epiſt. ili. 
16. the unlearned and unſtable do, but unto their 
own Deſtruction. 

I TAKE this Awakened and Repared Freedom 
of Will, with Power to make the Right Uſe of it, 
to be what the Schools call, the Gratia gratis data, 
the Grace of GOD freely given; by which, as 
Free Agents, we are again made capable of Chu- 


Ang whether we - will Obey the Voice of GOD, 


which is the original Evangelical Covenant, Exod. 
XiX. 5, 6. and keep His Commandments, which 
are not grievous, are not inſnaring, and which is 
not impoſſible to be done, in an acceptable Degree, 
and ſo be ſaved ; or, by Diſcbedience, by wilful 
Rebellion, to incur Damnation. For it 1s accord- 


ing to our Choice, founded in the Freedom of 


Will, thus Reftored to us, that we become re- 
wardable or puniſhable hereafter, 


NEXT, As to PReDpesTINATION, if we 


duely and rightly conſider the Nature of GOD, 
according to His Revelation of Himſelf, as ne- 


ceſſarily the ſame from all Eternity, now, and to 


all Eternity, we ſhall find, that there can be no 
ſuch Thing, properly, as frf or ſecond in Him; 
and conſequently, there can be no proper Pre- 
deftination. But, if the Word Predeſtination, be 
a Word ad captum, as, in one Senſe, it certainly 
is, and can be no other ſtrictly, juſt as GOD 
is faid to have Eyes and Ears, &c. [as the vi- 
ſible Locos, and] in Compliance with our poor, 
weak, finite Underftanding, and to give vs an 
eaſier and aner Conception of his Ommiſcience 


and 
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(6) 
and other Attributes. If Predeftination be under-- 
ſtood in this Senſe, then, I do affirm. it, that 
' GOD has Predeſtinated all Mankind to be. ſaued; 
For He wiLLETH NoT the Death, Deſtruttion, 
ar Damnation of any, but that A L L ſhould come 
to Repentance, 2 St. Pet. iii. 9. Juſt fo in St. 
Matth. xviii. 14. Where CRHRISY is ſpeaking of 
Children, or little Ones, and ſhewing us that we 
muſt be like them, no doubt in an abſolute Com- 
pliance with the Will of their Parents, that is, in 
Reſignation, if we mean to be ſaved : He adds, 
even ſo it is not the Will of your Father which is 
in Heaven, that one of theſe little Ones ſhould pe- 
rip, Which ſhews that they may periſh, but 
that it is noP®*the WILL of GOD that they 
ſhould ; far leſs muſt any of them neceſſarily pe- 
riſp, by the Decree of GOD. Therefore it is 
inconſiſtent with his moſt gracious Declarations of 
His Love and Mercy in CHRIST, to believe or 
fay, that he wIL LED the Damnation of any, 
more eſpecially, by an Jrrefiſtable Irrevocable De- 
cree from all Eternity. | 

AND He has likewiſe declared in Ezeł. xvii: 
$2. That He has no Pleaſure in the Death of him 
that dieth. Now, if He had made the Decree of 
Reprobation, which the Predeſtinarians alledge, 
He muſt then certainly have a Pleaſure in the 
fulfilling of His own Decree ; which ſince He has 
expreſsly declared againſt, He therefore certainly 
never made any ſuch Decree. | 

BESIDES, St. Paul ſaith, 1 Tim. ii. 4. That 
GOD wiLL have ALL MEN to be ſaved, 
and to come unto the Knowledge of the Truth. 
Now, from the bleſſed Nature of GOD, Who 
is LOVE, it is abſolutely impoſſible, that He 
can WILL All Men, or Any Man, to come to the 
Krowledoe of the Truth, only, and on purpoſe, to 

Damn 


* 

Damm them the more effectually, according to the 
Predeſtinarian Decree of Reprobation, But the firſk 

Part of this Text, GOD WILL have ALI, MEN 

to be ſaved, effectually clears GOD; and juſtifies 

Him from this Imputation of Severity, with 

which they accuſe Him. For, in order to the 
Salvation of all Men, which He WwILLETEH, He 

allo VILLETH ALL MEN to come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, which is IE Sus CHRIST, 

St. John xiv. 6. FESUS faith unto him, (Tho- 

mas) I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and the 
LIFE. | 
; IF GOD had Predeftinated any to Damnation, * 

His W1LL muſt Accord with, and be Apreeable MM 
to, His Decree. Since then, He wirtertTay | = 
nNoT the Damnation of any; neither has He = 
Predeſtinated any to Damnation. For He WII 
LETEH ALL MEN to be ſaved; but ſtill, as St. 1 
Paul informs us, 1 Cor. xv. 23. Every Man in | 
his own Order, Some ſooner, ſome later, but all 
ſooner or later. 
THEREFORE, None are to be Condemned or 
Damned, becauſe of an Irre/fitable Irrevocable De- 
| cree, Enacted from all Eternity ; but becauſe, 
that being now again made Free Agents, by ha- 
ving our Loft Freedom of Will Reftored to us, and 
in us, by the Repairing the IM AGE of GOD in = 
our Souls, in an uſeful Degree; we Chuſe Dark- _ 
neſs rather than Light, becauſe we Do not thoſe an 
Things which we are not only Required, but alſo 
Enabled to do, by the Repairing the Iux AGR of 
GOD in our Souls. 

AND Thus our blefſed LORD Himſelf has 
determined this Matter, St. John iii. 19. Saying, 
Aud this is the Condemnation, that Light is come 
into the World, and Men loved Darkneſs rather 
than Light, becauſe their Deeds were evil. They 
TR. who 
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who Love Darkneſs, do certainly ' Prefer it to 
Light. This Preference is a Choice, and they ac- 
cordingly Chuje it, becauſe they Love and Prefer 
it. And this Choice is an Ad of the Will, which 
being wrong and wickedly applyed; for this  Miſap- 
plication it is, that they who are. guilty of it In- 
curr Damnation. This Fuſtifies GOD, and his 
Tuſt and Merciful QEconomy towards fallen Man, 
as it is our bounden Duty to do; and it ſhews, 
that it muſt be our own Fault, if we are damn 
Let God be true, and every Man a Liar, as it is 
written (Pſalm k. 4.) That Thou mighteſt be juſti- 
fied in Thy Saying, and mighteſt Overcome when 
Thou art judged, Rom. in. 4. O LORD, Rigbte- 
auſſueſe belongeth unte Thee, but unto us Confuſion 
of Faces. Dan. ix. 7. 
I THINK, What I have id. ie ſufficient. to 
Eftabliſh the Doctrine of Free-Will ; and to Over- 
throw that of Predeſtination. Vet for the Sake 
of thoſe who are not Mified by Intereſt, who are 
not Malicious Predeſtinarians, I ſhall add a few 
more improveable Hints to corroborate the true 
Scripture Doctrine of Free Will, againſt the Damn. 
ing Predeſtinarion Doctrine; to. juſtify the Love and 
Mercy of GOD in CHRIST. 

FOR This End, if we duely conſider the 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary Duty of RRSIONATITOx, 
which is a capital Article of Practical Chriſtianity , 
we ſhall find, that this great Duty is abſolutely 
Inpra@icable, if we are not endued with Freedom 
of Will. And therefore, it is barbarous and ſtu- 
pid Blaſpbemy to imagine, that the Juſt GOD of 
Love and Mercy, can Require Reſignation from us, 
. unleſs He 27 firſt endued us with Freedom of 
Will, For we cannot, in any tollerable Proprie- 
ty, be ſaid to Refjgn, what is not our Right, or 
what is not in our Peoſſefion, or Power to Reſign. 

Far 


| CS?) | 
Far leſs is it decent to believe, that GOD 
would Require us, upon the Peril of Damnation, 
to Reign what he has put entirely out of our Pow- 
er to do. For Reſignation of our Will to GOD, 
ſuppoſeth, and indeed fhews clearly, that GOD 
has endued us with a Vill and with Power to 


Refign it, or Not, as we pleaſe, yet at our Peril. 


And without Reſignation of our Vill to GOD, 
in ſome acceptable Degree, we cannot properly 
be called true Chriſtians. That which appears 

to be the great Reaſon why GOD has moſt gra- 
ciouſly been -pleaſed to Endue us with this Freedom 
of Will, is, That as Rational Creatures, as Free 


Agents, we may voluntarily, freely, and by Choice, 


Reſign this Freedom of Will to Him, and to Him 
alone, who endued us with it, as our own pro- 


per Fact, and Deed ; that ſo, our Ręſgnation of 


it may become Rewardable; as the not Ręſgning 
it is Puniſbable. Thy WIL IL be done in Earth, 
as it is in Heaven. It is therefore both Folly 
and Sin, not to Ręſgn our Will to GOD; and 


it is alſo both Folly and Sin to Ręſgn it to any 


other. 

IF Any Novice in Chriftianity ſhall aſk, how 
comes Re/ignation to be ſo great and neceſſary a 
Duty? Let ſuch conſider the great Ręſgnation of 
our Bleſſed LoR D, our great Exemplar, re- 
corded in the Goſpels; Let them conſider the 
Nature of the Thing, the Terms of the Cove- 
ant, the Neceſſity of Obedience to the Voice and 
Commands of GOD, the Depravity of our Will 
by Nature; with the Infinite and Abſolute Per- 
fection of the WILL of GOD; What theſe lead 
them into, and what the Holy Scripture contains 
concerning them ; and let them read ſuch Practi- 
cal Books, as the admirable Thomas d Kempis 
in his own primitive ſimple Stile, and the fa- 
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mous Dr. Worthingion upon this Subject, and then 
I doubt not but they will be fully fatisfied of the 


Conveniency, and abſolute Neceſſity, of Reſignation: 
BUT Farther, we owe the Reparing the IM ASR 
of GOD in our Souls, to the Love and "Mercy of 


GOD, in and through IRsus CuRISTH, and to 


the Purchaſe, Merits and Satisfaction of CHRIST ; 

Therefore it is highly Derogatory to the Divine 
Love and Mercy; to the Purchaſe, Merits and Sa- 
tisfaction of CyHR1sT ; and very undutiful and un- 
grateful alſo, to deny that we are Endued with 
Freedom of Will. For, by denying that we are 
Free Agents, we affirm, that either GOD has not 
Awakened and Reſtered his own IMAGE in us, or 
if He has, that it is only an imperfect, deficient, or 
defective Iux AGE of Himſelf, which He has Re- 
ſtored to us. And the IM AGE of GOD muſt be 
Perfelt, becauſe He is Perfect; for He could not 


be GOD were there any Imperfection in Him, or 


were He capable of any, and therefore His IMAGE 
muſt be Perfect allo. And yet thus Imperfect it 
muſt be, if in the Repared Divine IM Ack however 
ſmall, there are not all the Attributes of GOD, 

though but in Miniature. The ſmalleſt Spark of 
Light, which flows from our Celeſtial Sun, is as 
truly Ligbt, in its due Proportion, as is the whole 


Body of the Sun. GOD is Light, and therefore 


his IMaGE mult be Light alſo. And our Repared 
Divine Light is the Eternal Worn of GOD, 


which conſtitutes the ſupreme Beatitude in GOD 


Himſelf. And this our Divine Light is now Plan- 
ted in the Center or Heart of our Soul, as the 
IAE of its Inexhauſtible Original, from which 


it flows, The Learned have obſerved a Type of 


this in eutward Nature, in the Bonanian Stone, 


which attracts to itſelf, and retains in itſelf, the 
_ Rays of the Sun, that if you put it in a dark . 


after 
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() 
after it is thus impregnated with theſe Rays, it 
will pine clearly, and fend forth Plenty of Light. 
But be this as it will. 

I HAVE Already proved, that Freedom of 
Will is an Eſſential Attribute of GOD; and by the 
ſame Rule and Reaſoning that the Predeftinarians 
deprive us of this Attribute, we may allo be depriv- 
ed of all the reſt of GOD's Attributes. And this 
brings what is acknowledged, in Words, to be the 
Ix ACE of GOD, to be indeed no IM ACE of 
Him at all, as being devoid of all theſe Divine At- 
tributes, which are Eſſential to GOD and it, and 
which is ſo far from making us beeome Partakers 
2 the Divine Nature, according to 2 St. Peter i. 
4. that it Reduces us to rather a worſe Condition, 

hank what Adam was in, by his Sin and Fall before 
the Divine Ima cx was Repared in him; and this, 
after all the Pains that JESUS CHR1sST has been at 
for our Salvation. This is Levelling and Depreſſing 
of us down to what is near of Kin to that of Bruit 
Beaſts, and putting us in a worſe Condition than 
they are in. 

THEREFORE, This Predeſtinarian Doctrine, 
in itſelf, is a manifeſt ConiradifFion to the Bleſſed 
NATURE of GOD, who is LOVE and 
MERCY. It gives the Lie to what GOD has 
moſt graciouſly been pleaſed to declare in Holy Mrit. 
It debars a Soul from the Original Improveable Per- 
fettion of its Nature, in the: Defgn of GOD; it 


makes GOD not Able, or, not Willing to extend 


His Love and Mercy, over All His Works, con- 
trary to both His Nature, His Declaration, and 
His Promiſe. It Belies the Nature of CHRIST, 
as Man, who Himſelf ſaid, St. Jobn x. 18. That 
He had Power to lay down his Life, and Power to 
take it again. Which evidently ' ſhews, that He 
was MO with Freedom of Will, that He was a 
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Free Agent, even as Man. And moſt certainly 
He made the right Uſe of it; for He Re/jgned 
His Will to the FATHER, in the moſt mo- 
mentuous Caſe that could poſſibly befal Him. 
As appears from St. Math. xxvi. 39, 42. which 
yet He could not do, if He had not a Free 
Will. And yet He was in all Things made like unto 
His Brethren, the Children of Adam, and the Seed 
of Abraham, Sin only excepted. Heb. ii. 17. 
Which is a full Proof of our being ſo Eudued; 
and that we ought ſo to Refer our Will to GOD, 
as He our great Examplar Was, and Did. 

AND alſo to deny that we are thus endued, 
is is unduly and unlawfully to contract and curtail 
the true Extent of CH RIST's Purchaſe, Merits, 


and Satisfaction by the Grand Attonement, which 


is by this Means, greatly depreciated, and that 
' moſt wnjuftly and ungratefully. It makes him as 
MESSIAH, as the Mediator between G OD 
and Man, either no! able, or not willing to do, 
what He has undertaken to do, did, and for which 
He Died. Sn | 
AND Therefore, all theſe Things, theſe ne- 
ceſſary Conſequences of this Opinion, being duly 
conſidered, and impartially weighed, are ſuffici- 
ent to make all true Chriſtians Abhor and Re- 
nounce this terrible Doctrine. And ſtill the rather, 
becauſe St. Paul, who is erroneouſly looked upon 
by the Predeſtinarians as the great Patron of their 
Doctrine, has plainly determined againſt them. 
x Cor. vii. 37. Where he aſſerts, that a Man 
has POWER over his own W I LL, which it is 
impoſſible he can have, in any Inſtance, unleſs 
he be endued with Freedom of Will, and be a- Free 
Apent, i 
BUI Farther, Let any impartial unprejudiced 
Perſon conſider, what is certainly true in Fad, 
however 
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however little it be generally minded, that the 
Doctrine of Predeſtination, dreſſes up the Great and 
Almighty GOD of Love and Mercy, ſo to ſpeak, 
in the Cloathes of the Devil, by making Him, 
contrary to his NATURE, moſt Cruel, Ty- 
rannical, and Deſpotick. Thus Robbing. Him, as 
far as they are able, (though I hope unwarily) 
of His Eſſential Attributes of JUSTICE, MER- 
CY and LOVE. 
FIRST, They Rob Him of His FUSTICE, 
by making Him decree Irrevocably, and Irrever- 
ſibly, from all Eternity, to Damn the far greater 
Part of Mankind, for whom CHRIST died; 
for not doing what Himſelf has Preordained they 
ſhall never have in their Power to do, ſhall never 1 
be capable of doing, nor do. 5 1 
SECOND LI, They Rob Him of His tender _— 
= © MERCY, which he has ſolemnly declared is mY 
over all his Works. Pfal. cxlv. 9. And which is  _— 
Everlaſting, Pl. c. 5. And in which He delights, 
Micah vii. 18. And which St. Fames tells us ii. np 
13. Rejoyceth againſt Fudgment. Yet nevertheleſs = 
they Kob Him of this beloved Attribute, not only | 
by Conſining His Mercy to a very few, even in the 
Deſign of GOD, which makes it Partial, and not 
as it truly is, Infinite, according to His own Bleſſed 
NATURE, and His moſt folemn repeated De- 
clarations ; But alſo they make Him the very 
Reverſe of Mercy, even Cruel, Tyrannical, and 
 Deſpotick, by their Reprobating Irreverſible Decree ; 
each of which Character is Diametrically Oppoſite 
to His Infiniie FUSTICE, MERCY, and 
LOVE. b 
AND Thzrdly, They Rob Him of His LOVE; 
by making Him Hate, Abbor, and Abominate an 
infinite Number of poor Mortals, from all Eternity, 
before they Exiſted in the World; and then they 
| | make 
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make Him irrevocably Predetermined, Senpeternally 
to Damn them; without ever putting it in their 
Power pollibly. to Avoid this Damnation. And, 

as if He delighted in Cruelty, and Arbitrary Op- 
ore ion, to Tantalize theſe miſerable Pre-condemmed 
Mretobes, with Promiſes of Salvation, provided 
they Will do, what by an Vrevocable, Irreſſtable 
Decree, He has fore-ordained ſhall never be in their 
Power to do. 8 

TO Free the Mill of Man is alſo Inconſiſtent 
with & O D's Fuftice, Love, and Mercy. His 
JUSTICE in Revoking a Free Donation given 
by GOD Himſelf to Man, Irrevocably. 

HIS LOVE, whereby He Enables us to do, 
All that He Requires of us, and Commands us to 
do. 


E. 
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HIS MERCY, in ſending His SON to. 


Redeem us, if we will Obey His Voice. 
AND What is all this then, but wickedly to 
aſſign the Black Characters and Qualities of a 


Devil, as Attributes to the infinitely 7½% and 


Merciful GOD of Love. Thus Robbing Him, 
as far as they may, of ſeveral, if not of Al, His 
Efential, Genunine, Divine Attributes; and repre- 
ftenting Him as a Cruel, Hrannical, Deſpotick, Un- 
merciful Being, without Love, without Compaſſion, 
but to a very few, to whom He is Partial. What 
a monſtrous, blaſphemous Idea this gives of GOD; 


and how inconfteut with Chriſtianity, and with 


Truth, any Impartial Perſon may ſee with half 
an Eye! Nay, the wiſer Heathens had a much 
truer and more juſt Notion of Him. 

YET a great many Predeſt narians there are 
even Proteſtants, who thus believe and teach, 
ſuch as Calvin, on Gen. III. (and in feveral other 
Parts of his Works) there he faith, That GOD 

would 


N 
ce. would have Man to Fall: That Man is Blinded 
* by the Will and Command of GOD.“ 

AND his Friend and Diſciple Bexa, faith in his 
Book of Predeſtination, That GO D hath Pre- 

e Agſtinated, not only to Damnation, but alſo to the 
Cauſes of it, whomſoever He thought fit.“ 

AND Zauchius faith in his de Excæcratione, 
That, „It is certain, That GOD is the ff 
« Cauſe of Obduration, and that Reprobates are 
<« held fo faſt under GO D's Almighty Decree, 
ce that they cannot Avoid Sinning, and Peri ſbing.“ 
It were eaſy to add more who have publiſhed ſuch 
| horrid Blaſphemy. 

PISCATOR particularly ſpeaks it very plain- 
ly, for he faith, That, Reprobate People are 
« Abſolutely Ordained to this Two-fold End, To 
<« undergo Everlaſting Puniſhment, and neceſſarily 
66 tp Sin, that they may be ſuſeiy puniſhed.” 

THERE are very few Diſſenters, few Preſby- 
terians, Independents, Azabaptiſts, &c. but who 
hold this Abominable, Blaſphemous Doctrine: 
And I heartily wiſh that ſeveral of the Church of 
England Clergy could ſufficiently clear themſelves 
of it. The Accuſing of GOD in this horrid 


Manner has plainly Led the Way, and opened 


the Door to Pelagian Seciniani/m, Arianiſm, and to 

Infidelity which Reigns amongſt us, and indeed 

over all Nominal Chriſtendom at this Day. 
NOTHING, whether Gd or Evil, can 


poſſibly be hid from GOD's All-/eeing Eye, with- 


al poſſible Events, as well as ſuch which do A#ually 
come to paſs, GOD. ſees All that is, what we 
call Paſt, Preſent, and to Come. Ino Intuitu, In 
one View, at Once, and Al that Could, Can, Might, 

or May Came 10 paſs, but without Determining in 
Innumerable Caſes. And therefore it mult be the 


Creature that produceth Evil by Willing it. And 


therefore 
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„„ 2 
therefore alſo, If GOD would forcibly Inte! _—I 
to hinder the Evil which the Creature 22 eib, 
And He foreſees, from Coming to paß, He would 
Act Contrary to his Declarations, Donation, &c. 


It therefore follows, that the Creature is to blame 


for the Production of Evil. This Vindicates 
GOD, His Harmonious Attributes, and his cono- 
2. It juſtly Lays the Blame upon Ourſelves, 
if we are Unhappy in the other World, and Ex- 
Cites us to do what is Commanded us, to avoid 
Damnation. 

THEREFORE, It highly imports the 
Predeſtinarians moſt ſeriouſly to conſider whither 
this Doctrine leads them; And whether they are 
not thereby led, indeed, to deny the true GO D, 
Since although they confeſs Him in, and by 
Words, yet by denying His Eſſential Attributes, and 
by Repreſenting Him the very Reverſe of what He 
truly is, and has declared Himſelf to be, they do 
in very Deed deny Him. And by Applying to Him 


ſuch wicked Qualities, as properly belong to a 


Devil; Whether their G O D whom they worſhip - 
be indeed the true GO D, or an Imaginary GO D, 
of their own Forming, Which is direct Tdelatry, 
and which the true GOD abhors. 

ALL Principles and Expreſſions which ſeem 


to Limite, or Confine GOD's Ommiſcence, or any 


of His Attributes, which are all in Divine Harmony, - 
or which Interfere, or run Counter to one another, 
ought to be moſt carefully Avoided ; For G OD 
is Infinite in Himſelf, and in All His Attributes. 
NOR Will it be eaſy for them to Reconcile 
CHRIS T's Dying for All Men, 2 Cor. v. 14. 
I 5. compared with 2 Zim. ii. 6. Who gave Him- 


ſelf a Ranſom for ALL, to be teſtified in due 


Time, And with vi. 10. GO D — is the Saviour 


F ALL MEN, eſpecially of thoſe that believe. 


And 


a7) 
And with Heb. ii. 9. Where St. Paul faith, That 
CHRIST taſted Death for EVERY MAN. 
And with 1 Cor. xv. 22. For as in Adam ALL, 


Dis; even ſo in CHRIST ſhall ALL. be made 


Alive. It will not be eaſy, I ſay, for the Predeſti- 


narians to Reconcile theſe Texts, and many more, 
with their Decree of Reprobation, and ſempiternal 
Damnation, Irrevocably Fixed from All Eternity. 


Nor particularly with 'Zzek. xviii. 31, 33. CAST 
AWAY. from you all your Tranſereſſions, whereby 
ye have tranſgreſſed, and MAKE YOU A NEW 
HEART; AND 4A NEW SPIRIT; Fer 
WHY WILL YE DIE; O Houſe of Iſrael ? ? 32. 
For I HAVE NO PLEASURE in the DEATH 
of Him that Dieth, . ſaith. the LORD GOD: 
Wherefore TUR N your ſelves, and Live ye: 
Nor with 2 Tim. ii. 20, 21, 26. Where St. Paul, 
ſpeaks of A Man's Pu ROING HIMSELI T. 

and RECOVERING. HIMSELT out of the Snare 
of the Devil. Theſe Texts do not look like De- 
creeing Damnation to the far greater Part of Man- 
Lind; from All Eternity, Irrevocabiy, without 


putting it in their Power to be Saved : No, But 


rather Like Expoſtulating in Great Mercy and 
Love with Free Agents, that they may not Undo 
themſelves by a wrong Application of their Free 


Will. Since GOD has put it in their Power, to 


caſt away all their . ranſoreſſions : To prevent Dy- 
ing, (the Second Death, which is Damnation) To 
Turn; To Purge; and Recover themſelves, &c. 
This being moſt Agreeable to His Bleſſed NA- 
TURE ; to His WILL, to His MERCY, to 
His LOVE And moſt Acceptable to Him. None 
of which it can be, if the Predeſtinarian Doctrine 


be true, or, If Man is not now again a Free 
Agent. | 
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BUT Farther, Man muſt have FREEDOM 
of WILL becauſe of the Divine Nature of the 
Soul, which is the NESHAMAH, A Ray of 
the Divine Light, the Principle of Immortality, or 
the Immortalizing Principle, by which the Ne- 
pheſh, which is common to us and Brutes, is II- 
luminated; elſe Praying to GOD, would not on- 
ly be Needleſs and Uſeleſs, but the very Command 
to Pray, An Impoſition, A Tantalizing of us, Un- 
worthy of GOD, and therefore in its Nature 
Blafphemy, though I hope not ſo meant by All 
that hold this abominable Doctrine of Predeſtina- 
tion in the Calvinian and Popiſb Senſe. 

IT Is A Terrible Thing to Reb GOD of 
His Eſſential Divine Attributes, by the Sophiſtical 
Nicety of School Diſtinctions. And it is neither 
Tuſt nor Civil, to GOD nor Man, to make Inſi- 
nite Numbers of our Fellow-Creatures, to be the 
Objects of GOD's Wrath, from All Eternity, by 
an {rrevocable, Irrefiſtable Decree; And to Damn 
them Sempeternally without a Poſſibility of Eſca- 
ping: The Incarnation, Death, Purchaſe, Merits, 
Satisfaction and Interceſſiun of JESUS CHRIST 
Notwithſtanding. Indeed he has but Little Rea- 
ſon to expect to be /aved by the Merits of 
CHRIST, who by Principle thus Depreciates 
Them. 

IT were eaſy to Enforce what I have here 
Advanced with many more Arguments, but All 
1 deſign is to Hint at Things; To bring the 
Controverſy into a ſmall and narrow Compaſs, and 
to leave the farther Proſecution to the Cooler 
Thoughts of the Predeftinarians themſelves, who 
are led into that Doctrine by Education, or for 
Want of due Enquiry, who are well Diſpoſed ; 
and hold it bona Fide, with an honeſt, though 
miſtaken Sincerity, which 1 am well ſatisfied 

many 
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many Do. And although the Doctrine itſelf be 
moſt Abominable, yet I hope, and Pray GOD, 
that He may ſanctify even their Error unto them, 
and make Merciful Allowances for their Unvolun- 
tary Miſtake, who have ſucked it in with their 
Mother's Milk, and have not had Opportunity, 
Per ſpicuity of Fudgment, or Reſolution enough to 
throw it off afterward, I take their Caſe to be 
this; That GOD's Attributes of Oun1sc12ncz 
and OMNiPoTENCY, with a wrong Notion of 
his PRESCIENCE, have at firſt ſtruck them ſo 
ſtrongly, that it is not eaſy for them afterward to 
| Conceive aright of the Divine Temperature and 
Harmony of theſe, and GOD's other Eſſential At- 
tributes, Eſpecially when his LOVE and MERCY © 
| ſeem to claim An Abatement of that Infinite, In- 
dependant POWER, and ſtrict FUSTICE, which 
they had placed at the Head of All His Attributes, 
out of Harmony. This is the wrong Light with 
which, I Charitably think, ſome are Miſed; 

And for whoſe Sakes, principally, I have writ- 
ten $his Paper. And I recommend it to theſe 
duely to Conſider what I have faid, with Im- 
partiality. -And alſo to Conſider, that the Word 
PRESCIENCE is likewiſe a Word Ad Captum ; 
For GOD certainly $2e:þ All Things, Which, as 
to us, are Paſt, Preſent, and To Come, Uno 1 
In one View, which we, being Finite, Cannot 
Conceive but with Relation to Time, as Paſt, 
Preſent, and Future: And Further, What the 
Schools call Scientia Media, or Middle Science, of 
which we have at leaſt four Inſtances in Holy 
Frit, ſhews, That GOD may Foreſee both what 
May, Shall, and what 1s not to Come to Paſs. 
Witneſs David in Keilah, and St. Paul when So- 
ing to be Shipwrecked. | 
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BUT There are others who maintain this 


predeſtinarian Doctrine, becauſe it is their Worlul/ 
Tatereſt ſo to do; for it helps to make the Pot 


Boil; Such as theſe I heartily and ſincerely Viſb, 


but can ſcarcely hope, to Recover; for they Vor- 


ſhip Mammon, there GOD is their Belly, their 


Glory is their Shame, and they mind Earthly Things. 
Phil. iii. 18, 19. 0 
I PRAY the Predeftinarians duely to conſi- 
der, that GOD's Will is Immutably Free? His 
Omnipotency is able to Produce Plurality as well as 
Unity, Mutability as well as Immutability, in His 
Creatures. And by the ſame Jnmutable and In- 
deviſable Mill, He has Ordained, That Some E- 
vents ſhall be Contingent. This, if duely minded 


and weighed; may be of Service to them, if 


they are ſincere, as I am fully perſuaded fome 
are. ey BEA 

I I ALSO pray them to conſider ſeriouſly, 
That their Doctrine of Predeſtination makes a 
Miniſtry entirely Uſeleſs, and their Offers of Sal- 
vation, Repentance and Sacraments, not only Uſe- 
leſs, but indeed a Banter and a Cheat ; It Sub- 


derts all Religion and Pieiy; It maks A Church - 
nothing but an Impeſition, and Deſtroys the No- 


tion or Idea of A Chriſtian Society; And yet 
without Religion, A Civil Society cannot long Sub- 


fiſt. Now theſe are only Heads, which may be 


profitably Extended, each of them, but which, 
my deſigned Brevity, will not allow me to enter 
on the Detail of them. | 2 
I SHALL therefore next endeavour, by 
GOD's Help, to ſhew the plain Meaning of 
a few Texts, which the Predeftinarians take to be 
fully on their Side of the Queſtion. | 
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THEY think they ſufficiently Prove this 


their Doctrine from Exodus ix. 16. where GOD 


faid to Pharaoh, by Moſes, And in very Deed for 
this Cauſe have I raiſed thee up, for io ſhew in 
thee My Power, and that My Name may be declared 
throughout all the Earth: And they alledge, that 
this Text is determined by St. Paul, to be 
a oy Proof of this their Do#rine in Rom. ix. 
17, Sc, 5 
LET us then conſider this Teut, and try 
. they can juſtly claim it as on their 
ide. | | 
WHAT our Tranſlators have rendered, I have 
raiſed thee up, is, I think, much better rendered 
in the Margin, by, I have made thee Stand, which 
in the Hebrew is D Hegnemadbtika, And 
the LXXII. render it thus, Kae fverev TYTS digly- 
endnc, For this was thou PRESERVED, which 
is the fame, in Effect, with the Hebrew, for, 
Have made thee Stand, and Have Preſerved thee, 
are Synonimous in this Place: And that thus it 
ſhould be rendered, will appear the more plain- 
ly, if this Verſe be duely compared with v. it. 
Where it is faid, Au the Magicians could not 
Stand before Moſes, where the Word STAND, 
in the Hebrew is WS? Lagnamodb, and here the 
LXXII. render it thus, K ate Ce youvelo 0: Oxeuans! 
Shvau ( See alſo Rom. xiv. 4. 5 MU avliev Moc. 


This 55va Comes from Trau, Sto, to Stand, as | 


Alglneniys comes from Aalygic, Conſervo, to Pre- 
rve, Junius renders this of Exodus ix. Feci ut 
reftares, For this very Purpoſe Preſerved thee 


ive. | | 
NEXT Let us Confider what is the Meaning 
of STANDING, or, being PRESERVED a- 
live in theſe two Places of this Chapter, which [ 

| 3 take 


(22). 
take to be this. The Magicians, by their In- 
chantments, made a faint Imitation of the firſt 
three Miracles which Moſes wrought at that Time 
in Egypt, before Pharaoh, but ſtill with great 
Diſad vantage; for Aaron's Rod, when turned to 
a Serpent, Swallowed up their Rods. And the 
whole Waters of Egypt were Affected by the Se- 
cond Miracle, whereas the Magicians could onl 

Turn, or ſeem to Turn, a Little Vater into Bod 
and perhaps then only in Appearance. The 
whole Fiſb of the River Died by this Miracle; 
and the Blood into which Water was turned, was 
ſo univerſal, all over Egypt, by it, that all the 
Egyptians were forced to dig round about the 
River, that they might get Water to Drink, 
without excepting the Magicians, who could not 
help themſelves in this Diſtreſs, otherwiſe than 
All the other People of Egypt did. So alfo 
when the Frogs came up, Although the Magi- 
cians brought up ſome few of them, yet they 
could not Relieve Pharaoh, in whoſe very . Bed 
they were, and far leſs could they Relieve all 
Egypt from them; which Moſes did. But the 
Magicians could not ſo much as Imitate any of 
the other Seven Miracles, The Lice defeated 
their Black-magical Attempts, and forced them 
to Confeſs, That this Plague was brought upon 


them, by the Finger of GOD. However, as 


GOD thought fit to permit the Magicians to 
Imitate the firſt Three Miracles, though very faint- 
ly, and with great Diſadvantage, as I have ſhew- 
ed; fo He was alſo pleaſed to allow the Magi- 
cians to STAND before Moſes, until after the 
Sixth Miracle was wrought and over, But the 
Seventh Miracle, which was that of the Plague of 
Boiles and Blains, Affected even the Magicians 
themſelves, inſomuch that they could not STAND 

| before 
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Before Moſes. And then GOD threatened 


Pharaoh with the Tenth Plague, which was to 


Affect him in the Perſon of his Eldeft Son and 
Heir, This plainly ſhews, that GOD thought 
fit to Allow Pharach to STAND, or, did PRE. 
SERVE him, from All the Nine Plagues, that 
is, his Perſon, his Body, was not Affected by any 
of them, even although the Seventh Aﬀected 
the Perſons, or Bodies, of the Magicians. 
THEREFORE by what is faid in Verſe 16. 
And in very Deed, for this have I made thee to 
STAND, or, have PRESERVED THEE, from 
theſe Plagues, is meant; That for this, GOD 
thought fit to let none of theſe Plagues which 
| Aﬀected the Per/ons, or Bodies of all the Eg ypti- 
ans, and even of the Magicians themſelves, Af- 
fect and Afflict the Perſon, or Body; of Pharaob, 
that He might ſhew in him, His great Power 


and Mercy, which He did by PRESERVING- 


his Perſon, by a Peculiar Exemption, from being 
Aﬀetted, or Aflicted, with the Plagues which A 
felted and Aﬀiidted the Perſons of all the People of 
Egypt without Exception. But ſince Pharoah 
would not Humble himſelf under the All-Mighty 
Hand of GOD, nor Acknowledge this his 
STANDING, PRESERVATION, and peculiar 
Exemption from theſe Plagues, to be Owing en- 
tirely and Exprefsly to the Great Power, and In- 
finite Mercy of GOD; Therefore the Tenth 
Plague Reached Pharaoh, and Affected him alſo, 
in the Perſon of his Eldeſt Son and Heir. And 
ſince this did not Produce true Repentance in 
him, and a faitable Acknowledgment of the 
Great Power, and Infinite Mercy of GOD; 
therefore he was Drowned in the Red-Sea, in his 
Wicked and Rebellious Purſuit after GO D's 
People. | 

| AND 
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"AND Therefore alſo the Mercy of which St. 
Paul ſpeaks, Rom. ix. 16. To prove which, he 
gives Pharaoh for an Inſtance, muſt Refer to this 
Exemption of Pharoah's Perſon, from theſe Plagues, 
with which the Perſons of All his Subjects, with- 
out Exception, were Affected. For GOD was 
under no Obligation, by Covenant, or other- 
wiſe, thus to have Vouchſafed Pharaoh this Pe- 
culiar Indulgence and Exemption, unleſs He had, 
in Mercy thought fit ſo to do. Therefore it 
was Owing entirely to GO D's Mercy and 
Power. | | KS 2 

AND this helps to Explain the ſubſequent 
Verſes of this Chapter, by the Infinite MERCY 
of GOD, and not by the SEVERITY, for 
which the Predeſtinarians do fo ſtrenuouſly plead, 
under the Title, or Name of FUSTICE, out 


of Harmony with the Atiribute of MERCY. © 


For in Strict Fuftice, G O D might have Allowed 
the Plague of Boils and Blains to have Affected 
Pharoab*s Perſon, as well at the Per/ons of the 
Magicians, and of his other Subjects; but, in 
Mercy He ſhewed His Great Power, by this Pe- 
culiar Exemption. For as GOD is pleaſed to 
Call Himſelf the Potter, He has Power over 
the Clay; And in Fact, here He was pleaſed to 
ſhew Mercy, where, and when, in Strict Fuſtice, 
He might have Punifbed, 

AND this leads us to the right Underſtand- 
ing of Verſe 22. That He Endured with much 
Lone-ſuffering, this Veſſel of Wrath fitted for De- 
ftruftion, by his Impenitency and Neglect of the 
Mercy Vouchſafed him, by the Great Power of 
GOD. And I think This Senſe of the Words 
is Confirmed by v. 23. And that he might make 
known the Riches of his Glory on the Veſſels of 
Mercy, which he had afore prepared unto Glory. 

| This 


(25) 


This makes the Autithefis obvious; that is, ſince 


GOD was pleaſed to vouchſafe ſuch undeſerved 


Mercy unto ſtubborn, Pharacb, who by his own 
Default became a Veel of Wrath, his Miraculous 


Preſervation, from All the Nine Plagues which Af 
fected all his Suljects, notwithſtanding, there can 


be no manner of Doubt of GOD's Extending His 
Mercy upon the Faithful, of both Jets and Gen- 


tiles, through the Merits of Jesus CHRIST, the 


Sow of his Love. OY 

THIS Interpretation is allo Confirmed by Exod. 
viii. 15. and ix. 34. where it is ſaid, That Pha- 
raoh hardened his Heart. 

AND thus, I think, the Predeſtinarians of All 
Communions, whether Popiſb or Proteſtant, are fo 
far from being helped out in the Proof of this their 
beloved Doctrine, by this Text in Exodus, or by 
St. Paul, that on the contrary. This Text. is At- 


teſted by St. Paul, and indeed by the Hor v- 


GHrosT, to be a full Proof of the moſt comforta- 
ble Doctrine of GOD's Love and Mercy, ex- 
tended not only to All the Faithful, but even to 
ſuch Reprobates, ſuch Veſſels of Wrath as was Pha- 


raoh, ſo as to leave them entirely without Excuſe, 


and plainly ſhews That they owe their Damnation 
to Themſelves, for not Accepting of the offered Mer- 


cy, for Reſting the Love and Mercy, and for 
their final Inpenitence, by a Wrong Application 
of their Will; for their not doing what GOD not 


only Required, but alſo Enabled them to Do: And 


not from an Irre/fitable, Arbitrary, Condemnatory, 


and Damnatory Decree, Enacted from All Eternity, 
which is againſt, and oppoſite to the Nature of 


GOD, His Juſtice, Love and Mercy which is over 
all His Works. 7 
AND however this Concluſion may be warded 
off by Hopbiſtry, by Evaſions, Diſtinctions, IPreſs- 
ing of Scripture, by the Polluted Reaſoning of Men 
who have not the SyIRIT, yet all their G//2/zg 
cannot and ſhould not be ſwallowed down by any 
1 2 F. who 
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who have any tolerable Idea of GOD and his A- 
tributes, which are in perfect Divine Harmony, 

WE ought to Conceive All the Divine know- 
able and Revealed Perfectious of GOD as Equally 
Eſſential in themſelves, as All in Harmony; and 
therefore we ought not to form Abſtract Ideas of 
any of theſe His Infinite Perfections, nor of His 
Attributes as ſeparated from one another, For In- 
ſtance, we ought not to form an Idea of GOD's 
IWiſzem, as ſeparated from His Goodneſs ; nor from 
His Power; nor His Juſtice from His Mercy; nor 
of His Mercy from his Juſtice, &c. for GOD is 
Jus in His MER, and MErciFvuLL in His 
JusT1cs. Whoſoever then duely conſiders GOb's 
Eſſential Perfections and Attributes as Eſſentially U- 


niled, and in Divine Harmony, will not be apt to 


flumble into the four Predeſtinarian Doctrine, nor 
make GOD the Author of Sin, nor of the Sempeter- 
nal Miſery of Innumerable Souls, without their Own 
Default; and will acknowledge GOD's Goodneſs, 
Love and Mercy in Enabling us to attain unto C- 
nion and Communion with Himſelf, in, and, by the 
preſcribed Rules and Paths of Virtues and Piety : 
And His Power in Governing us, as Free-Agents: 
Which Freedom of Will He has beſtowed upon us, 
as a Ray or Spark of His Divinity, or Divine Light, 
are as we His Image, for without this, Man cannot 
be called His Image in any Propriety. 

NOR is it reaſonable to believe, that our Bleſſed 
LOED and Kind Redeemer would have enjoyned 
frequent Prayer to GOD, as He did in St. Luke 
xviii. 1. nor that He would have taught His D 
ciples that Divine Prayer, which is both the beſt 
of all Prayers, and the Higheſt, moſt Elevated and 
Comprehenſive Patern of Prayer, if Praying could 
be of no U/? nor Significancy to us; which muſt be 
the fatal Caic if any of the Poſterity of Adam, have 
had an Jrręſſtable, Damnatory Decree paſſed againſt 
them from all Elernity, for upon this Suppoſition, 
there is no reafonable Ground for Prayer can be Aſ- 

| | ſigned; 
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ſigned; becauſe it Repreſents the Great GOD of 


Love and Mc, as Cruel, Tyranical and Bar- 
barous, in Commanding us to Pray always, when 


no Prayers can poſſibly be of any Significancy or Ad- 


vantage to us. | | 

| AND weought to be exceeding Careful not to 
harbour any ſuch unworthy Thought of GOD, as 
if he were a ReſpeFer of Perſons, for by St. Peter 


He has fully Declared that He is not, (and in ſeve- 


ral other of the ſacred Books) Now the Predeſfting- 
rian Doctrine is Diametrically oppoſite to this De- 
claration, for if GOD has Pie) upon, and /ingled 
out of the whole Maſs, of the whole Lump or 


Race of Mankind, only a few particular Perſons, 


whom He has Reſolved and Decreed; from all E- 
ternity, to be His Favourites, and to whom Exclu- 


ſive of all others, the whole Promiſes of the Gofpet” 


are to be ſtrictly Confined, however Qualified they 


may be; And at the ſame time, neglecting, ſigbi- 


ing, overlooking, nay previouſly Determining All the 
Reſt of Mankind, to ſempeternal Damnation; What 
is this, but to Aſſert that GOD is a very Partial, 
Arbitrary Reſpecter of Perſons, which is high Blaſ- 
Phemy, and a flat Contradiction to GOD?s Declara- 
tion by St. Peter, and upon a very folemn Occaſion. 

I SHALL Conclude in the Words of a late 


very Learned and Judicious Author, in his Reffecti- 


ons upon Reaſon, Edit 3d. amongſt many other 
ſtrong and excellent Things, he faith, p. 37, 38. 
„The Freedom of Man's Will is One of thofe 
6e {c]f-evident Truths, that it is not in any Man's 


„„Power to Doubt whether he has it or no. It is 


* the Voice of Nature; It is an Indelible Impreſ- 
<« ſion upon our Hearts, It is as clear as the Light 

at Noon-day; It is a Truth upon which the In- 
ſtitution and Diſcipline of our whole Life, from 
the Cottage to the Throne, from the Cradle to 
<< the Grave isentirely founded. 'Take away the 

the Freedom of Man's Will, you at once deſtroy 
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the very Notions of Virtue and Vice, Rewards 
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ee and Puniſhments, Laws and Law-givers, Hu- 
& man and Divine. 


I SHALL here ſubjoin a Citation from the 
Revd. and Learned Dr. Brown, (afterwards a 


Biſhop in Jreland) in his Anſwer to the Infamous 


Infidel Tolands Chriſtianity not Myſterious, page 
I50, I5I. | 
THE Magicians turning their Rods into Serpents, 


was not a real Conve: frat ion, but Mimichry by In- 


« chantment, as it is in the Original, by Wiles and 
Fugagling: For we find when they endeavoured 
eto imitate Moſes in the Inſtantaneous Production 
of any Thing with Life, then the Devil failed 
them, and they were forced to own, 1t was the 
* Finger of GOD. 

THUS Sir, I think, I have Fully and Unde- 


-miably proved. Man to be now again A Free- Agent, 
And TI have Charged the Doctrine of Predeſtination 


home upon the Conſciences of the Maintainers of 
it, from Undeniable Principles, plainly held forth 
to us in Holy Z/7it Unperverted. And I humbly 
Pray the Infinitely 7½% GOD of Love and Mercy, 
to Oper their Eves, to Pardon their Sins, to illumi- 
nate their Fouls, and to Guide them, by His HOLY 


SPIRIT, into All Truth ; For the Sake of the 


loved SON of His LOVE, FESUS CHRIST, 
our Biefled LORD, Saviour, and Redeemer, A- 


MEN, 


Wavy IsThis//7rangling World thus Toſs*d and Torn; 

FaEE-GRace, FREE-WILL, are both together 
Born. 

Ir Gop's Free-Grace Rule In, and over Me; 

His WII I is Mine, and So my Will is Free. 


Am, Sir, 


Your moſt Humble Servant, 
November 24, 
1741. | A (B) Cy 


S 


j 
— 2 . 
36 — IX 3 
5 7 1 MG TA = a A 
K ä 1 : . 5 i 5 
9 . — a * - — 2 4 bn : - — " — _ q 
. # . n r — * 2 8 — 8 8 "+... a Ll « Lo - — NH © 
p £504 _ r 8 2 D N 8 * A 3 Y Y wa 1 F l 
N * * = 5 . — 1 oY __ 0 — * 1 R 
* — . n 4 8 = 2 n * 2 i <4 1 i 
- ; wht — — he 4 1 d bo a ry = & J 1 
— — 8 = ns 1 on Os Fe eee . n n MR 188 . 
2 * I EE 8 — 2 n — r Ny — i; 3» = = 8 a er F : 1 5 „ WP . 1 1 , 
— — 7 8 EA KA n . Te aa. Surah ca REED 1 ES DN ERS 1 7 4 „ g b 
& a * r „ 5 f PF = 1 „ 4 3 . C 8 * e "Ca *”; nba x i = * l * 
— w \ p — : Z * al TEX, > . ** We ED % 65 —_—_— EW i l | b 
ann * » 1 * 4 5 5 x Fa by bh . l 
+ | wi . = 1 — * 1 d 5 y 5 
= $ 1 = 4 \ l , 
a - _ af 1 
* 7 n hs .. 
- o * = 1 


